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It has now been a year since the social sector size 
criteria was introduced alongside a number of other 
welfare reforms which will ultimately form part of 
Universal Credit. The social sector size criteria is also 
known as removal of the spare room subsidy or perhaps 
more commonly as the ‘bedroom tax.’

Over the past year the media attention and political 
debate over the social sector size criteria has increased, 
and several cases have been heard at the Court of 
Appeal in London.

There are 82,500 households affected across Scotland, 
however, the impact in Aberdeenshire has been 
relatively low compared to other areas. This month we 
look at some of the facts surrounding the ‘bedroom 
tax’ in Aberdeenshire.

Back in April 2013 when the social sector size 
criteria was introduced; there were 1141 households 
in Aberdeenshire affected by the change. The majority 
of these households faced a 14% reduction in housing 
benefit as a result of having one spare bedroom. Those 
with two or more spare bedrooms had their housing 
benefit reduced by 25%. In financial terms, the 
average loss in housing benefit for these households 
was £11.83 per week.

Since April 2013, the number of households affected 
in Aberdeenshire has reduced to 974. There is no 
apparent reason for the reduction; changes in personal 
circumstances, people coming off benefit or moving to 
another property has seen the overall number reduce. 
The 974 households are tenants renting their home 
from Aberdeenshire Council or a Housing Association; 
however the majority affected are council tenants. There 
are almost 13,000 council tenants in Aberdeenshire, 
which means only 7% of our tenants are impacted by 
the size criteria rules.

Aberdeenshire Council received a significant 
increase in funding towards discretionary 

housing payments in 2013/14. These payments can be 
used to support people who may be struggling to pay 
their rent, particularly those who have been affected by 
the social sector size criteria. Over the past 6 months 
we have actively made contact with tenants and 
encouraged them to make a claim for discretionary 
housing payments.

This resulted in 62% of people affected by the size 
criteria receiving discretionary housing payments 
and we will continue to offer the same support during 
2014/15. In 2013/14 we awarded over £450,000 in 
discretionary housing payments compared to £20,000 
in 2012. This support has helped safeguard many 
people in their homes and the overall level of council 
rent arrears has not increased by as much as was 
feared.

Nationally, several tenants have taken their case to the 
Court of Appeal on the grounds that the new regulations 
discriminate unlawfully against disabled people who 
are unable to share a bedroom. However, the Court of 
Appeal found in favour of the Department for Work 
and Pensions and these tenants have now applied for 
permission to take their appeal to the Supreme Court.

 » Housing Benefit can now be claimed online and no 
longer requires a signed declaration, making the claims 
process faster and easier. 

 » Existing Discretionary Housing Payment awards in 
Aberdeenshire will automatically be extended from 1 
April 2014.

 » Do you know anyone that needs help in a crisis? The 
Scottish Welfare Fund is there to help when people 
need it most.
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